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PREFACE.

In pursuance of our intention to publish all the
works of the illugtrious Appaya Dikshita one after
another, we have pleasure in issuing this first volume
of Siddhantalesasangraba with the commentary of
Achyuta Krishnananda Tirtha being the twentieth
of the Dikshitar’s works published by us and we
hope, by God'’s grace, to complete thus remaining
works also one after another and the bring out
a Colleted Edition of the third of the three
mager-intellects of India—the first two being Sn
Sankaracharya and Sri Vidyaranya. The date
of the author and the nature of the contents of the
work are discussed in the Introduction by Vidya-
sagara Vidyavachaspati Prof. P. P, S. Sagri B. A.
(Oxon), M. A., to whom we are very grateful for this
valuable contribution. Our grateful thanks are also
due to Mahamahopadhyaya Brahmasri Yajnasvami
Sagrigal and Brahmasri S. Subrahmanya Sastrigal
for having kindly gone through the proofs. With his
characterigtic love of Sanskrit Literature and his deep
mterest in our Press, Brahmasn S. Subrahmanya
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Sastrigal, as usual, bore the brunt of the work by
collating the Mss., preparing the copy and seeing it
through the Press. The Second Volume containing
the remaining three Paricchedas will be published
soon.

T-K.B.
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In Adayappalam, a village near Arni in the
North Arcot District of the Madras Presidency,
there flourished in the early decades of the fifteenth
century a renowned family of great brahmin scholars
of the Bharadvaja gotra. Vakshasthala Ganapati
was the first great ancestor of this race. To him was
born Achchan Dikshita, known also as Narasimha
Dikshita, who was a great poet at the court of King
Krishnadevaraya of Vijayanagar, who ruled from
1509 to 1530 A. D. Achchan Dikshita was quite
famous in his day. Of his eight sons by his twe
wives, Rangaraja was the fifth and the eldest by the
second wife, known as Totaramba, a daughter of
Sri Rangarajacharya who belonged to the famous

‘orthodox Srivaishnava family called Sri Vaikunta-
charyavamsa. © Rangaraja was a great Sanskrit
scholar. His reputed works are the Advaitamukure
and the Vivaranadarpana. He was the court poet
of King Bomma who ascended the gadi in 4630
Kalior 1528 A, D. As a result of his deveut
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meditations at the feet of Lord Nataraja at Chidam-
baram, Rangaraja was blessed with two sons the
elder, the famous Appaya Dikshita ard the younger,
the reputed Achchan Dikshita, the grandfather of
#he famous Nilakantha Dikshita.

From his own works we learn that Appaya
spent his early years at the feet of his own father
and guru, the revered Rangarajadhvari.

In due course, after the completion of his
education, Appaya spent his life, doing all the
erthodox vaidic rites and duties of a grikastha
or house-holder. At this stage of his life, his two
great patrons were King Narasimha of Tanjore and
King Chinna Bomma of Velur—the two great rulers
in South India after the demise of Krishnadevaraya
of Vijayanagar., His influence over King Chinna
Bomma was indeed very considerable. We have
a dated inscription on the wall of the Kalakantisvara
temple at Adayappalam. The first notice of this
inscription is made in the South Indian Epigraphical
Report of 1912 of the Archaeological Department
as No. 395 of 1911. This inscription has been
recently published in pp. 148<149 of Vol. 111 of
the Journal of Oriental Rescarch, Madras, by Mr.
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Y. Mahalinga Sastri- This inscription has very
amportant bearings on the date of Appaya Dikshita,
because Mr. Mahalinga Sastri has interpreted it in
a peculiar manner to suit his conclusion that the

great Dikshita must have been born about 1520
A. D. and not 1553 A. D.

Sivanandayogindra, in his Appayadikshitendra-
vijaya, as published by Ganapati Sastri in 1920 at
Madras, gives the date of Appaya Dikshita’s bisth
as 1553 A. D. as indicated in his sloka-

HonacsgagersldasisaaraETararaay
FATATAST FIATARATAGASGAARUE |
N ~ o~ N_ A NAN
FrAIBUSTE BTN AT A AAIAIBY
1158 FFAA S auAN {3 aHiv¥sa sraEiaaa i)
(pp- 5 & 6.)

This date has been questioned as spurious by M.
Y. Mahalinga Sastri in his articles on Appaya
Dikshita in the Jourral of Oriental Research. Mr.
Mahalinga Sastri quotes with approval the opinion
of L. D. Swamikannu Pillai, the author of the
Indian Ephimeris. Mr. Pillai’s Ephimeris is known
to contain a large number of inaccuracies in calcula-
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tions, probably due to his want of reliance onm
any single standard system of calculation. Be
this as it may; we know however that all the
planetary positions will not be -satisfied if the
horoscope 1s to be accepted as belonging to
1553 A. D. The Editor of Sivanandayogindra’s
work states in his introduction that he con-
sulted five manuscripts in the preparation of the work
for the press and that two were from Adyar. The
two manuscripts of the work in the Adyar Library
bear the following numbers: 33—-E-9 and 30-1-14.
The former closely resembles the printed text while
the latter omits here and there a number of passages
from the former and has some very important varia-
tions also. The passage beginning with the oft-quoted
stanza NAEFISEAT... and ending with the stanza
in which the planetary positions are described
% Rifggend gasaT @) (pp- 5 & 6) is
conspicuous by its complete emission in the Ms.
30-1-14 and in its stead, we have the following
new sloka not known heretofore.

qgIEBIGITLBARIANTANY FA 7Y |
A X/ A

-~
AR ST @ ST EILT{AT & 1)
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as the date of birth of Appaya Dikshita. It means
that Appaya Dikshita was born on the Prathama of
the bright fortnight of the month of Ashada on the
termination of 4659 years of the Kali Era, i.e.,
Friday the 15th July of 1558 A.D. In the
face of this distinct and clear evidence preserved in
a manuscript of the Appayadikshitendravijaya, we
feel that there is no room for any further controversy
.over the date of birth of the great Dikshita.
Sivanandayogi, in his enthusiasm to get at greater
details regarding the birth-moment of his illustrious
ancestor must have consulted an astrologer (as he
himself admits in his commentary on Appaya’s
Atmarpanadtotra) to reconstruct the horoscope of the
Dikshita and the reconstructed horoscope has been
quite fruitful of a good deal of avoidable mischief.
Whatever epigraphical and other evidence there
may be, based on conjectural and inferential inter-
pretations, these will have to be reinterpreted suita-
bly to fit in with the definite data available in this
manuscript, which happily is still available in the

Adyar Library.

We give below a traascript of the Adayap-
palam Inscription referred to by Mr. Mahalinga
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together with a rendering of the same in English.
The Inscription (No. 395 of 1911) reads as
follows :—* A
(1) fsgaRiEatiaiegea
staqaigangEaarvgar: |
stcguaaiga: Raargairs-
TeaAstia §T7 Afugeagss ||
(2) IR sifwasrraiRiRaaeins: FiEeaga-
seiT
qq AFOSIST GTATHIAATIIIAAILIIC |
9 A FUASI AT ACTIST I ITATHI
(3) WEtarany awalifiony wresvdgara |
afia st AR 15048@C0d Grdor Honp
FIT1g v ryascs ¥ FIBFISTL 35 Qasrefd
4) 9B HTEIBAT Beranp [MEHE mig
g li04s g @i (AABTOIFsarea
apioLiarant! G e guri TRAKNH srwsai

* The inscription is in Grantha and Tamil scripts.  In
our transcription, we have used the Devanagari script wher-
ever the Grantha script is used in the original. The Roman
numerals in brackets refer to the line in the mscription.
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(5) emsindQer BABINIT opib Lichronflaflard
Psroir® o 16509 GovgriGe BATEATNGNE
w0 Berem o ﬁiiﬂ Wé@ Ly L8 &s

(6) M.viaf His ~AIANFLITRAHS
gp FadT6oT C o

(7) oo TN Lsreaflar ANEHER g B
@is TaMEd gawsg s RaL @g 49, de
soadiiygay aar 9, swRdigar aa o

(3) PrafTEcAifRiay aar ax |

(9) SAmEaTifEay agr ux

(10) FXAEHFIL Fa1 4T

(11) A&AlS ST 9T &X

“There 1s (was) the famous son, called Appat

Dikshita, who was devoted to the crescent-moon-
headed Lord, to Sri Rangarajamakhi, the preceptor
of learned men, the performer of the Visvajit sacri-

fice and the son of one who had performed the
Sarvatomukha and Mahavrata sacrifices.

By whom (Appaya Dikshita) the fame of the
foremost of Kings, Chinna Bomma, through whose
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(help) he (Appaya) resuscitated the Srikantha-
bhashya for the re-establishment of the highest Siva-
religion, was spread untestricted, by him, (Appaya)
the foremost of sacrificers named Appaya the son of
the great Sacrificer Sri Rangaraja, the temple of
Kalakanthesa was constructed with its proud and
lofty pinnacle, resplendent like the Silver mountain.

- “Hail | Having caused himself to be bathed in
gold in the year Chitrabhanu corresponding to Saka
1504 at the hands of Chinna Bomma Naik of Velur
on the occasion of the composition of the commentary
called Sivarkamanidipika n order to teach the
Srikanthabhashya to five hundred learned men in the
temple of the Lord Kalakanthesvara, and after that,
having taught five hundred learned men the Sivarka-
manidiptka at Velur and having made (Chinna
Bomma) the suzerain lord of the earth—this Siva
temple is the work of Appai Dikshita who composed
a hundred works like the Nyayarakshamani and
Kalpetaruparimala ete.  May there be peace.

“Appai Dikshtar’s eternal obeisance.
Nilakantha Dikshitar’s eternal obeisance.
Arunagiri Dikshitar’s eternal obeisance.
Umamahesvara Dikshitar’s eternal obeisance.
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Yajnesvara Dikshitar’s eternal obeisance.
Marutalam Lakshan’s eternal obeisance.

After printing the text of the inscription, Mr.
Mabhalinga Sastri says as follows :—

“I will briefly notice the contents of this inscrip-
- tion. It records that the temple (dedicated to
Kalakanthisvara) was constructed in 1582 A. D. by
Appaya Dikshita and etc. etc.”

From the text and translation given above, it
will be observed that the inscription falls into two
parts, the first part containing two stanzas and the
second part consisting of along prose passage follow-
ed at the end with a number of names. The frst
part is merely a Prasasti on Appaya Dikshita réfer-
ring to his geneology and the fact of his having beea
responsible for the excellent construction of the
temple dedicated to Kalakanthisvara.

The second part—the prose passage, records
a number of events whose authenticity is vouchsafed
by several signatories. A glance at the whole tenor
of the inscription will easily convince any one that
the inscription must have been carved after the
demise of Appaya Dikshita and not during his hife-
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time. If the inscription had been put up during
Appaya Dikshita’s own time, the inscription would
have sopped with the sentence w<dgitga @5 sfr
@5 faaed gwaeg | Certainly, no son of his or any
other junior relative of his would permit himself the
impropriety of adding his name as well to that of
his highly famous father, during the latter’s life-time
to a permanent record like an inscription. Evidently,
the work of recongtru@tion was not complete when
Appaya died and it was carried to a successful com-
pletion only by his own sons and others. When
the building was completed, the inscription mugt have
been carved in a language testifying to the fact of
Appaya Dikshita being mainly responsible for the
construction of the temple and the others being
merely the persons responsible for the actual finishing
of the project of Appaya Dikshita. It was because
Appaya Dikshita was not actually present at the
completion, that they allowed their names to be
engraved as attestors of the event.

The question now arises as to the significance
of the date Saka 1504 or 1582 A. D. inscribed in
the wall. From the language of the Tamil passage,
1t i easy to see that the date refers to the greateg
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" event in Appaya Dikshita’s life, namely, the fact of
his being the recipient of a Kanakabhisheka (a
bath of gold) at the hands of King Chinna Bomma,
on the completion of his Sivarkamanidipika on the
Srikanthabhashya. The words weenfldéss0sr
@@ and 9.mé@ e clearly show that two Gtages
are referred to by the inscription, namely the fact of
being bathed in gold and after that certain other
events taking place like the assumption of overlord-
ship by Chinna Bomma and the composition at a
subsequent date of works like Nyayardkshamani,
Kalpataruparimala etc.

From the geneological tree®* of Appaya
Dikshita’s family preserved even today by his direct
descendants at his own village Adayappalam, we
find that most of the signatories to the inscription
could be easily identified. From this table, we know
that of Appaya Dikshita’s eleven sons, three sons
were called respectively as Nilakantha Dikshita,
Umamahesvara Dikshita and Dharmayya Dikshita.

* | had occasion to see it personally during a visit in
November 1933; a copy of it was also made available to me
through the courtesy of Prof. N. Subrahmanya, Iyer M. A.
of the Teacher’s College, Saidapet.
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Appaya Dikshita’s brother Achchan Dikshita had
two sons called Narayana Dikshita and Appa
Dikshita (Cf. Viraraghava's Achchandikshitendra-
vamsavali). Thus the firg signatory Appai Dikshita
is Appaya Dikshita’s brother's son, the second, fifth
and sixth, signatories are Appaya Dikshita’s own
sons and the seventh signatory is the architect.
Signatories 3 and 4 are probably two other sons of
Appaya Dikshita.  'We are sure that the inscription
was put up on the completion of the Temple begun
by Appaya Dikshita and completed only during the
time of the signatories, most of them being directly
related to Appaya Dikshita or his brother. If our
interpretation holds good, the date 1582 A.D. can
only refer to Appaya Dikshita’s coronation in gold
and not to the completion of the temple. If this is
conceded, there is nothing inherently wrong in

accepting the traditional date of Appaya’s birth to
be 1558 A. D.

Appaya Dikshita lived to a ripe old age, till he
attained 72 years. His period therefore will be
558 A.D. 10 1630 A. D. Sivanandayogi refers,

m the concluding portions of his biography of
Appaya Dikshita, to the fact that Nilakantha
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Dikshita the grandson of Appaya Dikshita was
twelve years of age when Appaya Dikshita shuffled
off his mortal coil. This would give the date of
Nilakantha Dikshita’s birth as 1618. A. D.
Nilakanta Dikshita has himself given the year of the
composition of his Nilakanthavijayachampu as Kali
4738 or 1637 A. D. when he would have been
barely nineteen years of age. A literary work at
19 is certainly nothing inherently impossible in a
genius of the type of Nilakantha.

I

By his Bhashyas on the Brahma-suiras, the
Bhagavad-gita and the Upanishads, Sr1 Sankara,
standardised the main teachings of the Advaita
philosophy of his day. Sankara’s works evoked
many interpreters. 1'wo main currents are noticeable-
among these interpreters, one represented by the
great Vachaspati Misra, called the Bhamati Pras-
thana and the other represented by Padmapada and
Prakasatman, called the Vivarana Prasthana.

o The essential feature of the Bhamati 'Pras-.
thana is its adoption of FAIET@arE and AF=BIAE
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while the essential feature of the Vivarana Pras-

thana is its adoption of the ©%®iaarg and AasfafEa-
qAL!

Chitsukha of the 13th century and following
him, Bharatitirtha of the 14th century attempt a
reconciliation between the Bhamati and the Vivarana
schools, while Prakasananda of the 14th century
developed the u#staarg in a radical form and
Prakatarthakara gave knock-out blows to the
Bhamati school.

Before proceeding further, we shall narrate
succinctly the important implications of the differences
. between these two Prasthanas.

Aceording to the a@ISgaR, there is a plurality
of Jivas who are either conditioned by or reflected
1 a plurality ef ignorances, These ignorances may
be considered a less pure form of nescience, being
consequently distinguished therefrom or these alone
may be recognised as nescience, no single nescience
being recognised as distinct from these. Isvara, on
one variety of the reflestion theory, would be the
prototype of which the Jivas are the reflections ; and
.on anether variety, Isvara himself would be a reflec-
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tion of pure consciousness in the relatively pure
Maya while the Jivas would be reflections of pure
consciousness in the relatively impure Avidyas.

According to the @=33a1, Isvara is related to
the Jivas as the content of ignorances which are
located in the Jivas. FEach Jiva is ignorant of per-
fection. Ignorance is thus located in the Jiva but
has for content Isvara i.e. Perfection.

According to the T®AE, ignorance is located
m Brahman and has Brahman itself, for content.
Brahman itself through its own nescience, seems to
transmigrate. Because of this unity in respect of
locus and the content of Avidya which is also one,
there can be only one Jiva. This Jiva imagines the
distinctions between bondage and release, between
itself and other Jivas, which are supposed to exist,
as also between itself and an imaginary perfect
Being, namely Isvara. The whole empirical world
is in no better position than a dream projection of
this sole Jiva.

According te the #aaff¥@arg the Jiva whether
one or many is essentially a reflection, whether of
pure consciousness (Brahman) or of Isvara. In the
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less radical form of the gswiqam, there is room
made for Isvara too as a prototype, and this is the
view favoured by the author of the Vivarana.

These were the several views current in the
begining of the sixteenth century. Appaya Dikshita
set himself to the task of expounding in detail all
the minor differences existing among the vartous
schools of Advaita as a preliminary towards his
magdlery of the principles of Advaita Vedanta. And
we have his Siddhantalesasangraha as a result.

The Siddhantalesasangraha is the firg syftematic
exposition of the chief points of docrinal differences
among the various schools of the Advaita Vedanta.
A survey of the several authors and works quoted
by Appaya Dikshita in his Siddhantalesasangraha
gives us a bird’s-eye-view of the development of the
Advaita Vedanta from the time of Sankara to the
time of Appaya Dikshita. ’

. Wegive below in a compendious form, the
names of authors in their chronological order, quoted
by Appaya Dikshita in the firt chapter of his work.

9th Century .
1. Padmapada, author of Panchapadika. P. 1
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2. Suresvara, author of Brihadvartiika

and Naishkarmyasiddhi 122
3. Sarvajnatma Muni, author of Sam-
kshepasariraka 41

4. Vacaspati Misra, author of Bhamati 62

10th Century
5. Vimuktatman, author of Ishtasiddhi
6. Anandanubhava, author of Padartha-
lattvanirnaya 97
I 1th Century

7. Prakasatman, author of Vivarana 32

12th Century
8. Prakatarthakara, author of Praka-
tarthavivarana 11
13th Century
9. Amalananda, author of Kalpataru

10. Ramadvayacharya, author of Fedanta
Kaumudi 68

11. Akhandananda, author of Taitva-
dipana

12. Chitsukha, author of Tatlvapradipika 260
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14th Century
13. Bharatitirtha > Vidyaranya author of

Panchadasi 114
and Brahmananda 126
14. Narayana Sarasvati, author of Varttika
on Samkara Bhashya 171 2 44
15, Nrsimhabhattopadhyaya 310
16. Prakasananda, author of Siddhanta-
muktavali - 107

15th Century

17. Anandapurnamunindra alias Vidya-
sagara, author of Nyayachandrika 233

18. Advaitavidyacharya>Rangarajadhvan 275
19. Tattvaviveka 110
20. Drigdrisyaviveka 137

1=

The topics dealt with in the first chapter of the

* A detailed table of contents and an introduction dis-
cussing the salient features of the whole of the Siddhanta-
lesasangraha 1s prefixed to Professor S. Suryanarayana
Sastri’s edition of the work, published by the University of
Madras, to which we are highly indebted.
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Siddhantalesasangraha may be roughly divided
under five heads :

1. The discussion as to whether there is an
injunction in respect of vedanta-ftudy and if so,
of what kind ;

2. The definition of Brahman and the discus-
sion as to which is the material cause, pure Brah-
man, Isvara, Jiva as Maya or any combination of
these, together with incidental discussions of (a) the
relation between the Jiva and Isvara (b) the various
forms of non-absolute intelligence (c) the unity or
multiplicity of Nescience ; '

3. Consideration of the nature of Brahman's
agency ;

4. Ways of intelligibly conceiving Brahman's
omniscience ; :

5. The need for psychoses; three possible
views of its utility as (a) effecting a relation with the
objed, as(b) manifesting non-difference from object-
defined- intelligence, as (c) destroying the ignorance
veiling the Jiva; detailed consideration of these
modes; the ditinction between primal ignorance
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and modal ignorances ; the function of the second
and subsequent cognitions in a continuous stream of
cognition ; the nature of the witness-intelligence and
its manifeQation ; discussion as to whether bliss is
manifeged while in bondage ; and a discussion of
the number and naturé of the psychoses in a delusive
experience such as ‘this \igs silver'. The chapter
ends with the §atement that nondualism is the pur-
port of the entire Scripture, thus leading onto a
discussion of this topic in the succeeding chapters
which will be published as the Second Volume.

The value of this Edition is considerably en-
hanced by the addition of the learned commentary
of Achyutakrishnananda. A critical note on the
commentator will appear in our Introduction to the’
Second Volume. |

The Presidency College é

Madras, 3—7— 1935, P. P, S. Sastri.
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